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AP sources: Asylum limits at border expected to end May 23 


By COLLEEN LONG, JASON 
DEAREN and ELLIOT SPAGAT 
Associated Press 
WASHINGTON (AP) — The 
Biden administration is ex- 
pected to end the asylum 
limits at the U.S.-Mexico 
border by May 23 that were 
put in place to prevent the 
spread of COVID-19, ac- 
cording to people familiar 
with the matter. 

The decision, not yet final, 
would halt use of public 
health powers to absolve 
the United States of obliga- 
tions under American law 
and international treaty to 
provide haven to people 
fleeing persecution, and 
would apply to all asylum- 
seekers. 


Ending the limitations in 


May would allow for time 
to prepare at the border, 
the people said. But the 
chee: runs against the wish- 
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es of top Democrats and 
others who say COVID-19 
has long been used as an 
excuse for the U.S. to get 
out of asylum obligations. 
It also raises the possibility 
that more asylum-seeking 
migrants will come to the 
border at a time when 
flows are already high. 

The Department of Home- 
land Security said Tuesday 
that about 7,100 migrants 
were coming daily, com- 
pared with an average of 
about 5,900 a day in Febru- 
ary and on pace to match 
or exceed highs from last 
year, 2019 and other peak 
periods. 

President Joe Biden de- 
clined to discuss his admin- 
istration’s plans, telling re- 
porters Wednesday at the 
White House, “We'll have a 


decision on that soon.” 
Continued on next page 
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Nicaraguan migrants walk on the US-Mexico border, in Algodones, Baja California, Mexico, Dec. 
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Sen. John Cornyn, R-Texas, speaks to the media about the U.S. southern border, Wednesday, March 30, 2022, in Washington. 


Continued from Front 
Whenever the limits are 
lifted, his Communications 
director said "there will be 
an influx of people to the 
border. We are doing a 
lot of work to plan for that 
contingency." Speaking 
broadly, Kate Bedingfield 
said the administration is 
trying to "build up our mi- 
gration system and ensure 
that we are restoring order 
at the border." 

The Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention 
had extended its asylum- 
blocking powers for two 
months in late January, 
near the height of the omi- 
cron variant. The authority 
is up for renewal this week, 
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and officials were expect- 
ed to announce as early 
as Friday that it would be 
terminated, giving border 
authorities a few months 
to prepare for the coming 
deadline. 

The people familiar with 
the plans saw a draft report 
that has not been finalized 
and they spoke to The As- 
sociated Press on condition 
of anonymity to discuss the 
plans. 

The limits went into place 
in March 2020 under the 
Trump administration as 
coronavirus cases soared. 
While officials said at the 
time that it was a way to 
keep COVID-19 out of the 
United States, there always 
has been criticism that the 
restrictions were used as 
an excuse to seal the bor- 
der to migrants unwanted 
by then-President Donald 
Trump. 

It was perhaps the broadest 
of Trump's actions to restrict 
crossings and crack down 
on migrants. The health or- 
der has caused migrants to 
be expelled from the Unit- 
ed States more than 1.7 mil- 
lion times since March 2020 
without a chance for them 
to request asylum. 

And_ restrictions took ef- 
fect over the objections of 


CDC officials, and Dr. Mar- 
tin Cetron of the Division of 
Migration and Quarantine 
refused the order to begin 
its use. He said there was no 
public health basis for such 
a drastic move, the AP re- 
ported. But then-Vice Presi- 
dent Mike Pence ordered 
the CDC's director to use 
the agency's emergency 
powers and it went into ef- 
fect. 

As mask mandates were 
lifted, vaccination rates 
climbed and COVID-19 
rates dropped among mi- 
grants crossing from Mexi- 
co it became increasingly 
difficult to defend the order 
on scientific grounds. 
Biden, who has rolled back 
some of Trump's other more 
restrictive policies, has tak- 
en increasing criticism for 
keeping the policy. 
Homeland Security officials, 
Senate Majority Leader 
Chuck Schumer of New 
York and other top Demo- 
crats were increasingly vo- 
cal about wanting to end 
so-called Title 42 authority, 
named for a 1944 public 
health law to prevent com- 
municable disease. 

Not all Democratic elected 
officials agreed, includ- 
ing some from border and 
swing states. Sens. Mark Kel- 
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ly and Kyrsten Sinema, both 
Arizona Democrats, sided 
with Republican leaders to 
say Title 42 should remain 
until U.S. border authorities 
were prepared for sharp in- 
creases in new arrivals. 
"The Border Patrol agents 
told me they expect a tsu- 
nami of humans to come 
across the border and the 
Border Patrol has said they 
will lose control entirely," 
said Sen. John Cornyn, 
R-Texas. Homeland Secu- 
rity officials said they are 
planning for as many as 
18,000 arrivals daily, an as- 
tounding number that they 
cautioned was simply to 
prepare for all possible out- 
comes, not projections. 

But there have been no 
major changes to how mi- 
grants are processed at the 
U.S.-Mexico border and no 
increase in holding facilities 
for them. The immigration 
court backlog continues to 
soar to more than 1.7 mil- 
lion cases. 

Critics say Title 42 has been 
an excuse to avoid asylum 
obligations under U.S. law 
and_ international treaty, 
buying Biden time to cre- 
ate the "humane" asylum 
system that he promised 
during his 2020 campaign. 
"Title 42 is a horrific and un- 


justified policy that should 
never have been enact- 
ed and has caused grave 
harm to thousands of asy- 
lum-seekers over the past 
two years," said immigra- 
tion attorney Lee Gelernt of 
the American Civil Liberties 
Union. 

While there is no aggregate 
rate for migrants, COVID-19 
test results from several ma- 
jor corridors for illegal bor- 
der crossings suggest it is 
well below levels that have 
triggered concerns among 
U.S. officials. 

In California, 54 of 2,877 mi- 
grants tested positive in the 
first two weeks of March, 
according to the state De- 
partment of Social Servic- 
es. That's a rate of just 1.9%, 
down from a peak of 28.2% 
on Jan. 8. 

In Pima County, Arizona, 
which includes Tucson, the 
seven-day positivity rate 
among migrants didn't ex- 
ceed 1.3% in early March. 
The positivity rate among 
5,300 migrants tested last 
month at the Regional 
Center for Border Health 
near Yuma, Arizona, was 
0.1%. 

McAllen, Texas, the larg- 
est city in the busiest cor- 
ridor for illegal crossings, 
has a higher rate among 
migrants — 11.3% for the 
week ending March 16 — 
but it has been consistent- 
ly lower than the general 
population. 

CDC Director Dr. Rochelle 
Walensky noted falling 
rates when she ended 
asylum limits on unaccom- 
panied child migrants on 
March 11, while keeping 
them for adults and fami- 
lies with kids. In August, U.S. 
border authorities began 
testing children traveling 
alone in their busiest areas: 
Positives fell to 6% in the first 
week of March from a high 
of nearly 20% in early Feb- 
ruary. Asylum limits have 
been applied unevenly 
by nationality, depending 
largely on costs and diplo- 
matic relations with home 
countries. Many migrants 
have been spared from 
Cuba, Venezuela, Nicara- 
gua and, more recenily, 
Ukraine. Homeland Secu- 
rity officials wrote border 
authorities this month that 
Ukrainians may be exempt, 
saying Russia's invasion 
"created a humanitarian 
crisis.) 
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Biden receives 2nd boosier, presses Congress on virus funds 


By ZEKE MILLER 

Associated Press 
WASHINGTON (AP) — Presi- 
dent Joe Biden called on 
Congress to pass billions of 
dollars in additional fund- 
ing to fight the COVID-19 
pandemic on Wednesday, 
as he received a second 
booster dose of the Pfizer 
vaccine a day after fed- 
eral regulators approved a 
fourth shot for those aged 
50 and older. 

Biden spoke as his admin- 
istration rolled out COVID. 
gov, designed to be a one- 
stop website to help people 
in the United States access 
COVID-19 tests, vaccines 
and treatments, along with 
status updates on_ infec- 
tion rates where they live. 
Biden pressed lawmakers 
to provide additional fund- 
ing "immediately" to ensure 
continued supply of the 
tools that have helped the 
nation begin to emerge 
from the pandemic. 
"Congress, we need to 
secure additional supply 
now," he said, warning of 
shortages of vaccines, tests 
and treatments. "This isn't 
partisan, it's medicine." 
Biden, 79, received the first 
series of two doses of the 
coronavirus vaccine shortly 
before taking office and a 
first booster shot in Septem- 
ber. The additional booster 


President Joe Biden receives his second COVID-19 booster shot in the South Court Auditorium on 
the White House campus, Wednesday, March 30, 2022, in Washington. 


dose was administered by 
a member of the White 
House Medical Unit. 

"It didn't hurt a bit," Biden 
said. 

The additional booster 
is meant to beef up the 
body's protection against 
COVID-19 in populations 
most vulnerable to the 
coronavirus, which — has 
killed more than 975,000 
people in the U.S. 

On Tuesday, the Food and 
Drug Administration and 


the Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention 
cleared the way for an- 
other shot for anyone 50 
and older, who can get 
the additional booster at 
least four months after their 
last vaccination. Severely 
immune-compromised pa- 
tients, such as organ trans- 
plant recipients, as young 
as 12, are also eligible. 

"We have enough supply 
to give booster shots, but 
if Congress fails to act we 
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won't have the supplies 
we need this Fall," Biden 
warned, noting the possibil- 
ity that regulators will ap- 
prove a fourth shot for all 
Americans. 

Senate Majority Leader 
Chuck Schumer, D-N.Y., 
and Sen. Mitt Romney, R- 
Utah, have been negotiat- 
ing in hopes of reviving the 
COVID-19 package. 

If an agreement emerges, 
participants say they ex- 
pect it to be similar to the 


$15.6 billion bipartisan ver- 
sion that congressional 
leaders crafted earlier this 
month. The original com- 
promise collapsed after 
rank-and-file Democrats 
rebelled against cuts in 
unspent pandemic aid 
for states that would have 
helped pay for it. 

The two parties’ continu- 
ing disagreements are over 
how to find savings to offset 
the measure's cost, not the 
new spending itself. 
Leaders would like Con- 
gress to approve the as- 
sistance before lawmakers 
leave for a spring recess af- 
ter next week. 

"We are not yet at the finish 
line, but we will keep work- 
ing throughout the day," 
Schumer said Wednesday. 
He said if a new COVID 
variant emerges that "ex- 
tends its nasty tentacles 
across the country and we 
don't have the tools to re- 
spond, then woe is us." 
Romney said Tuesday that 
bargainers were discussing 
savings options. "But we're 
making progress and hope- 
fully we'll get there soon," 
he said. 

A subvariant of the highly 
transmissible omicron that 
scientists call BA.2 is now 
the dominant coronavi- 
rus mutant in the United 
States.) 


Police chief: More officers needed 


By KEVIN FREKING 
Associated Press 
WASHINGTON (AP) — The 
chief of the U.S. Capi- 
tol Police told lawmakers 
Wednesday it was his rec- 
ommendation to move 
forward with a phased-in 
reopening of the U.S. Capi- 
tol as his agency works to 
overcome attrition after 
the January 6 insurrection 
and hiring delays because 
of the pandemic. 

The testimony before a 
House subcommittee un- 
derscores that persistent 
security concerns are play- 
ing a major role in restrict- 
ing the public's access to 
the Capitol, an increasingly 
sore point with lawmakers 
from both parties who are 
urging a return to normalcy 
after two years of restric- 
tions. 


U.S. Capitol Police Chief 
Thomas Manger said the 
department doesn't have 
the personnel to staff the 
number of posts deemed 
necessary to secure the 
Capitol and adjacent of- 
fices. Additional posts were 
added after Jan. 6. 

"| regret we're the choke- 
point, we're the problem 
in terms of getting it re- 
opened fully," Manger said. 
The Capitol saw a return 
of more visitors this week 
with congressional offices 
limited to leading one tour 
weekly. The adjacent Capi- 
tol Visitor Center would re- 
open for limited numbers of 
people on May 30. 

"By the end of the summer, 
my hope is that we can do 
a little bit more," Manger 
said. 

Hundreds of officers from 


the U.S. Capitol Police and 
Metropolitan Police De- 
partment responded to 
the Jan. 6 attack and doz- 
ens of them were beaten 
and injured as the mob of 
former President Donald 
Trump's supporters pushed 
past them to break into the 
building and interrupt the 
certification of President 
Joe Biden's victory. 
Congress has boosted 
funding for the agency af- 
ter Jan. 6 to increase hir- 
ing, cover overtime costs 
and bolster the security of 
the complex itself. Hazard 
bonuses were paid to offi- 
cers who responded to the 
insurrection and retention 
bonuses were paid to curb 
attrition levels that tempo- 
rarily doubled their normal 
rate. 

The budget for the coming 


to fully reopen Sh 


The reflection of the U.S. Capitol during a early rainy morning, 
is reflected in a skylight in Washington, Wednesday, March. 30, 


2022. 

fiscal year recommends 
about a 17% increase in 
funding. 


Manger said it takes time to 
get in place the number of 
officers the agency needs, 
though. He said the agen- 
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cy has about 1,850 officers, 
but is about 300 short of 
where it needs to be. Some 
of those positions have al- 
ready been authorized 
and about 130 officers are 
in training.) 
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work the same job and not 


Mississippi could become final state with — pay law 
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JACKSON, Miss. (AP) — Mis- 
sissippi Could become the 
final state to enact a law 
requiring equal pay for 
equal work by women and 
men, after the state House 
and Senate passed the fi- 
nal version of a bill Wednes- 
day. 

The bill goes to Republican 
Gov. Tate Reeves, and he 
has not said whether he will 
sign it. When he was lieu- 
tenant governor, Reeves 
let a similar bill die. 

A 1963 federal law requires 
equal pay for equal work, 
but Mississippi is the only 
state without its own equal 
pay law. Alabama enact- 
ed one in 2019. 

The Mississippi bill says a 
worker must file a lawsuit 
within two years of when 
the worker "knew or should 
have known" about pay 
discrepancies. 

If the lawsuit is successful, 
the worker could receive 
court costs, attorneys’ fees 
and the amount she — or 
he — should have received 
to cover the wage gap. No 
additional financial dam- 
ages would be allowed. 
Cassandra Welchlin, lead- 
er of the Mississippi Black 
Women's Roundtable, ad- 
vocates for equal pay but 
said the bill is "harmful" be- 
cause it would allow an 
employer to pay a woman 
less than a man based on 
the pay history that work- 
ers bring into new jobs. 
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Sen. Angela Turner Ford, D-West Point, left, listens to Sen. Nicole Boyd, R-Oxford, discuss legisla- 
tion, in the Senate Chamber, Monday, March 28, 2022, at the Mississippi Capitol in Jackson. 


She said the bill also allows 
lower pay if a worker has 
taken months or years off 
to care for children or older 
parents. 

"During this pandemic, 
women have been forced 
to leave the workforce for 
caregiving responsibilities," 
Welchlin said Wednesday. 
"It's just an equal pay bill in 
name only." 

House Bill 770 says busi- 
nesses with at least five 
employees must pay equal 
wages to women and men 
who work fulltime jobs that 
require "equal skill, educa- 
tion, effort and responsibil- 
ity" and that are done "un- 
der similar working condi- 


tions." 

Several exceptions are al- 
lowed, including seniority, 
merit, quantity or quality of 
production and "any factor 
other than sex," including 
salary history and whether 
there was competition to 
hire an employee. 
Republican Sens. Brice Wig- 
gins of Pascagoula and Ni- 
cole Boyd of Oxford were 
among the six lawmakers 
who negotiated the final 
version of the bill. Wiggins 
described it as "business 
friendly." Boyd said the bill 
is "a good step in the right 
direction." 

"It says to young women, 
'We care about you stay- 
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ing the state of Mississippi.’ 
We want you to work here, 
and we want your rights to 
be protected," Boyd said. 

Democratic Sen. Angela 


Turner Ford of West Point 


voted "present," ~~ which 
counted neither for nor 
against the bill. She said 


said after the vote that em- 
ployers could save money 
by paying unequal wages 
because lawsuits could be 
difficult to win. Turner Ford 
also said the bill does not 
ban unequal pay based on 
race. 

"White men, Black men, 
white women, Black wom- 
en — there's no reason for 
each of these individuals to 


receive the same rate of 
pay," Turner Ford said. 
Separate federal laws ban 
pay discrimination based 
on race or disability. Al- 
though people can already 
file federal lawsuits seeking 
challenging unequal pay 
based on sex, Mississippi At- 
torney General Lynn Fitch 
said filing a lawsuit in state 
court could be less expen- 
sive. 

A 2017 report by the Mis- 
sissippi University Research 
Center showed women 
earned 27% less than men 
for fulltime work in Missis- 
sippi, compared to a 19% 
wage gap nationwide. The 
study said some of the gap 
could be explained by the 
types of jobs women and 
men were working, but the 
unexplained wage gap re- 
mained about 18% in Mis- 
sissippi and about 15% na- 
tionwide. 

Fitch, a Republican, has 
pushed for an equal pay 
law for years. In a state- 
ment Wednesday, she 
called it "basic fairness." 

If Reeves signs the bill into 
law, Fitch said: "We will 
take a giant leap forward 
in closing the 27% pay gap 
— a pay gap that makes 
it harder for working wom- 
en and their families, that 
leads to young Mississippi 
women taking their talents 
beyond our borders and 
that perpetuates the cycle 
of poverty in our state."_) 


Police: 12-year-old killed by younger brother who found gun 


Family members of a deceased 12-year-old boy grieve at the 
scene where police say the child was shot and killed while play- 
ing with a gun that he and a 10-year-old found inside a home in 
St. Louis on Tuesday, March 29, 2022. 


ST. LOUIS (AP) — A 10-year- 
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old boy fatally shot his 


]2-year-old brother as the 
two played with a gun 
they found inside a St. Louis 
home, police said. 

The shooting happened 
Tuesday night in a north 
St. Louis neighborhood, 
KMOV-TV reported. Police 
said the boys were with a 
parent who was getting a 
haircut in the home when 
the older boy was shot in 
the face. 

Police said a woman was 
arrested Wednesday on 
a possible charge of en- 
dangering the welfare of 
a child, the St. Louis Post- 
Dispatch reported. 

The death follows a spate of 
shootings in St. Louis involv- 
ing children handling guns. 


On Friday, two young cous- 
ins who were livestreaming 
from a St. Louis apartment 
died when one child fatally 
shot the other before killing 
herself in what family mem- 
bers have said was an ac- 
cident. 

In February, a 12-year-old 
girl was wounded in an ac- 
cidental self-inflicted shoot- 
ing. 

St. Louis Metropolitan Police 
Maj. Ryan Cousins urged 
residents to use gun locks. 
"As an agency, we. will 
come out and teach ev- 
eryone how to use them," 
Cousins said. "We do un- 
derstand people are going 
to own guns; however, to 
protect these children, we 


want to ensure these guns 
are secured safely." 
According to a leading gun 
control advocacy group, 
Everytown for Gun Safe- 
ty, in 2020, unintentional 
shootings by children under 
18 years old in the United 
States left 142 people dead 
and 242 wounded. 

In 2021, the number of 
deaths climbed to 154 and 
the number wounded rose 
slightly to 244. According 
to the group's data and 
St. Louis' most recent gun 
deaths involving children, 
at least 20 people have 
been killed and more than 
30 have been wounded in 
such shootings so far this 
year.) 


By BASSAM HATOUM and 
JAMEY KEATEN 

Associated Press 

MEDYKA, Poland (AP) — 
The number of people who 
have fled Ukraine since Rus- 
sian troops invaded has sur- 
passed 4 million, the United 
Nations reported Wednes- 
day as shelling continued in 
places where Moscow had 
vowed to ease its military 
operations. 

“| do not know if we can still 
believe the Russians,” refu- 
gee Nikolay Nazarov, 23, 
said as he crossed Ukraine's 
border into Poland with his 
wheelchair-bound father. 
Despite Russia’s announce- 
ment during talks on Tues- 
day that its forces would 
ease their assault near 
Ukraine’s capital, Kyiv, and 
elsewhere, Nazarov. said 
he expects “more escala- 
tion” in the country’s east, 
including the city he and 
his father fled. “That is why 
we cannot go back to 
Kharkiv,” he said. “We are 
afraid of a new phase of 
war in eastern Ukraine.” 
Nazarov, like other refu- 
gees interviewed by The 
Associated Press, echoed 
the opinion of Ukrainian 
President Volodymyr Zel- 
enskyy. In his nightly video 
address, Zelenskyy said that 
given what was happen- 
ing on the ground, there 
was no reason to believe 
Russia's statement about 
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Number of Ukraine refugees passes worst-case U.N. estimate 


Refugees, mostly women and children, wait in a crowd for transportation after fleeing from the 
Ukraine and arriving at the border crossing in Medyka, Poland, on March 7, 2022. 


reducing military § activity 
near Kyiv and in Chernihiv, 
a besieged northern city. 
“We can call those signals 
that we hear at the nego- 
tiations positive,” Zelen- 
skyy said in his address to 
the Ukrainian people. “But 
those signals don't silence 
the explosions of Russian 
shells.” For Diana Konstan- 
tynova, a 45-year-old ac- 
countant from Vinnytsia 
in south Ukraine, Russia's 
promise to scale back its 
attacks is not a signal she 
can safely return home. 

“| do not believe in a truce,” 
said Konstantynova, who 
fled to Romania with her 


8-year-old son a month 
ago. She says they will only 
return when “bombs stop 
exploding in my city” and 
“when Russian troops com- 
pletely leave our territory.” 

Elena Litvinova, a 33-year- 
old accountant from Myko- 
laiv, is also skeptical of Rus- 
sia’s promises and will only 
head home with her two 
young children when “our 
president says that the war 
is over.” 

“During the negotiations, 
the city administration and 
children’s educational insti- 
tutions where my children 
studied were destroyed,” 
she said at a refugee cen- 
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ter in Romania's central city 
of Brasov, where she says 
they will stay until the war 
is over. “It’s still very scary, 
every day we get messag- 
es from home that there is 
shooting and bombing.” 

Olha Kovalyova, who ar- 
rived in Poland with her two 
children, said she didn't 
trust Moscow because 
it had failed to fulfill ear- 
lier promises made in the 
framework of 2014 and 
2015 agreements aimed at 
ending fighting between 
Russia-backed separatists 
and Ukrainian forces in the 
eastern Donbas region. 

“The Minsk agreement is 


not working, so how can 
we call it peace talks if they 
are shooting and bombing 
our cites during and after 
the talks2” Kovalyova said. 
“There is no trust in Russia, 
but also | hope for peace 
and calm, but unfortunate- 
ly this is the situation.” 

The U.N. refugee agency, 
UNHCR, said Wednesday 
that more than 4 million 
people have left Ukraine 
since Russia launched its 
invasion on Feb. 24 and 
sparked Europe's largest 
refugee crisis since World 
War Il. That number ex- 
ceeds the worst-case pre- 
dictions made at the start 
of the war. 

Half of the refugees from 
Ukraine are children, ac- 
cording to UNHCR and the 
U.N. children’s agency UNI- 
CEF. 

“| think it’s a tragic mile- 
stone,” Alex Mundt, the 
UNHCR senior emergency 
coordinator in Poland, said. 
“It means that in less than 
a month or in just about 
a month, 4 million people 
have been uprooted from 
their homes, from their fam- 
ilies, their Communities, in 
what is the fastest exodus 
of refugees moving in re- 
cent history.” 

More than 2.3 million refu- 
gees from Ukraine entered 
Poland, but some have 
since traveled on to other 
countries. () 


Defense seeks acquittal 


By MIKE CORDER 
Associated Press 

THE HAGUE, Netherlands 
(AP) — A lawyer for a Rus- 
sian on trial in a Dutch court 
for his alleged role in the 
2014 downing of Malaysia 
Airlines flight MH17 argued 
Wednesday that prosecu- 
tors failed to prove he was 
involved. 

Defendant Oleg Pulatov’s 
legal team has attempted 
to cast doubt on the pros- 
ecutors’ case, accusing 
them of tunnel vision and 
not adequately investigat- 
ing other possible scenarios 
for the shooting down of 
MH17 on July 17, 2014, over 
eastern Ukraine. 
Prosecutors say the Boeing 
777 was hit by a Buk mis- 
sile belonging to the Rus- 
sian 53rd Anti Aircraft Mis- 


sile Brigade that was driven 
to the launch location “by 
orders of and under guid- 
ance of the suspects.” All 
298 passengers and crew 
were killed. 

“Our client this much is 
clear is not the one who 
pressed the button, not the 
one who ordered the but- 
ton to be pressed, not the 
one who authorized the 
button to be pressed and 
not the one who provided 
the weapon,” said defense 
lawyer Sabine ten Doess- 
chate. 

Pulatov is the only one of 
four suspects indicted in 
the downing of the Amster- 
dam-to-Kuala Lumpur flight 
being represented by law- 
yers at the trial that began 
two years ago. None of the 
men three Russians and a 


of Russian suspect in MH17 downing 


Ukrainian has been arrest- 
ed, so they are being tried 
in their absence. 
Prosecutors in December 
sought life sentences for 
all four suspects. Judges 
are expected to deliver 
verdicts by the end of the 
year. 

The flight was shot down 
amid the conflict between 
pro-Russian rebels and 
Ukrainian forces in eastern 
Ukraine in 2014. Last month 
Moscow launched a full- 
scale invasion of Ukraine 
that has become bogged 
down into a war of attrition 
that forced more than 4 
million refugees to flee the 
country and triggered a 
war crimes investigation at 
the International Criminal 
Court. 
Earlier — this 


month, the 


Judges and lawyers view the reconstructed wreckage of 
Malaysia Airlines Flight MH17, at the Gilze-Rijen military Airbase, 
southern Netherlands, on May 26, 2021. 


Dutch and Australian gov- 
ernments launched a legal 
case against Russia at the 
International Civil Aviation 


Associated Press 


Organization seeking to 
hold Moscow accountable 
for its alleged role in the 
downing of MH17..) 
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U.N. experts seek to verify mass graves for migrants in Libya 


By SAMY MAGDY and 
JAMEY KEATEN 

Associated Press 

CAIRO (AP) — Investigators 
commissioned by the U.N.'s 
top human rights body on 
Wednesday painted a 
grim picture for migrants in 
Libya, just days after say- 
ing they were looking into 
claims that mass graves 
have been found at a hu- 
man. trafficking center in 
the country’s northwest. 
Chief investigator Mo- 
hamed Auaijar, a former 
Moroccan justice minister, 
said the team of investi- 
gators had documented 
“consistent patterns of seri- 
ous human rights violations” 
against migrants in govern- 
ment-run detention centers 
and trafficking hubs. 

Libya has in recent years 
emerged as a_ popular, 
if extremely dangerous, 
route toward Europe for 
those fleeing poverty and 
conflict in Africa and the 
Middle East. The North Af- 
rican nation plunged into 
turmoil following the NATO- 
backed 2011 uprising that 
toppled and killed long- 
time dictator Moammar 
Gadhafi. 

In the northwestern town of 
Bani Walid, the fact-finding 
experts Commissioned by 
the U.N.-backed Human 
Rights Council found that 
“migrants were held cap- 
tive, murdered, tortured 


Migrants are brought to shore after being intercepted by the Libyan coast guard on the 
Mediterranean Sea, in Garaboli Libya, on Oct. 18, 2021. 


and raped.” 

In interim findings present- 
ed to the council this week, 
the investigators said at 
least eight migrants had 
spoken about mass graves 
in the town, something 
the investigators said they 
needed to verify. 

Speaking to The Associated 
Press on the sidelines of the 
council session in Geneva, 
Auaijjar said his office “re- 
ceived information about 
other sites as well, where 
there may be mass graves, 
but the investigations are 
ongoing.” 


Auaijjar said his team of 
about 15 __ investigators, 
based out of the Tunisian 
capital of Tunis, are going 
over all of the cases and 
vetting the information re- 
ceived. 

“We receive a lot of infor- 
mation from NGOs (non- 
governmental — organiza- 
tions) and authorities, and 
we want to check them 
with ethics and rigor,” he 
said. Alluding to the coun- 
cil’s next session, when his 
office will present a full writ- 
ten report, Auvaijar said: “In 
June, we will be able to 
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announce concrete results 
and if necessary, if we have 
the necessary evidence, 
we will name those respon- 
sible for these claims.” 

He told the council earlier 
that investigators were also 
examining the existence of 
secret detention facilities 
including some controlled 
by armed militias. 

In the report, investigators 
said they continued to re- 
ceive reports of detainees 
“being threatened with 
sexual violence against 
them or their relatives, be- 
ing stripped naked for 
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prolonged periods of time 
or subjected to intrusive 
body search amounting to 
rape.” 

Also Wednesday, Germany 
said that its military will no 
longer provide training to 
Libya’s coast guard be- 
cause of concerns over 
its treatment of migrants. 
The Libyan coast guard 
has been trained and 
equipped by the European 
Union as part of efforts to 
stanch the flow of migrants 
across the Mediterranean. 
The investigators said in an 
October report that they 
had evidence of possible 
crimes against human- 
ity and war crimes in Lib- 
ya. Many of the alleged 
crimes, they say, were 
committed against civilians 
and migrants detained in 
the country while trying to 
get to Europe. 

The investigators also said 
that the Libyan coast guard 
has mistreated migrants 
and handed some over to 
detention centers where 
there is widespread torture 
and sexual violence. 

A confidential report by 
the head of Operation Irini, 
obtained earlier this year 
by the AP, acknowledged 
“excessive use of force” by 
the coast guard but called 
for European training pro- 
grams to continue, despite 
longtime outcry from right 
groups.) 


Haitians protest rising insecurity; some burn a plane 


A plane burns after being set on fire by demonsirators 


I 


protesting increasing violence at the Antoine Simon Des Cayes 
airport in Les Cayes, Haiti, Tuesday, March 29, 2022. 


By EVENS SANON 
Associated Press 
PORT-AU-PRINCE, Haiti 
(AP) — Haitians took to 


Associated Press 


the streets Tuesday to pro- 
test rising insecurity, with 
demonstrations turning vio- 
lent in the southern city of 


Les Cayes where people 
stormed the airport and at- 
tacked and burned a small 
plane owned by a U.S. mis- 
sionary group. 

At least one person died 
and five others were in- 
jured, including four police 
officers, in the confron- 
tation between _ protest- 
ers and authorities in Les 
Cayes, said Gedeon Chery, 
a National Police inspector 
assigned to the city’s air- 
port. 

Chery told The Associated 
Press the person killed was 
a protester who was shot, 
but he didn't say whether 
police were responsible. 

A second small plane was 
burned at the local airport 
of the city of Jacmel, but 
it wasn't clear if it was also 


part of an attack by some 
protesters, said Garry Des- 
rosiers, the National Police 
spokesman. The aircraft 
was non-operational and 
had been stationed there 
for a while, he added. 

The protests coincided with 
the 35th anniversary of Hai- 
tis 1987 Constitution and 
follow other protests and 
strikes in recent weeks amid 
a spike in gang-related kid- 
nappings and complaints 
about Prime Minister Ariel 
Henry’s inability to confront 
gangs. On his Twitter ac- 
count, Henry condemned 
the violence in Les Cayes 
and said he has ordered 
authorities to look for the 
people behind it. 

Chery, the police inspec- 
tor, said a group of people 


had gotten onto the termi- 
nal’s tarmac, attacked the 
plane and set it on fire. 

A video posted in social 
media showed some peo- 
ple on the plane's fuselage 
while the red-and-white 
aircraft was moving on the 
tarmac, and others running 
alongside it. Chery said he 
didn’t know why they at- 
tacked it. 

Agape Flights, a Christian 
ministry transporting sup- 
plies to missionaries in Haiti, 
the Dominican Republic 
and the Bahamas, said in a 
statement that “Our team 
is safe.” 

It said Agape’s Chieftain 
aircraft was destroyed and 
they are preparing to bring 
the ministry's team back to 
the U.S.C) 


MARCOS ALEMAN 

SAN SALVADOR, El Salva- 
dor (AP) — Security forc- 
es intensified operations 
against El Salvador’s street 
gangs Tuesday with mass 
arrests, the cordoning off 
of neighborhoods and 
house-by-house searches 
under a state of emergen- 
cy that has raised concerns 
among some organizations 
it could open the door to 
human rights abuses. 
Rather than back down 
under growing § criticism, 
President Nayib Bukele ap- 
peared ready to double 
down, announcing late 
Tuesday that he had asked 
the president of the Con- 
gress to convene lawmak- 
ers to give him more legal 
tools to take on gangs. 

The country’s _ relatively 
low homicide rate during 
Bukele’s administration had 
been one of his most tout- 
ed accomplishments. Even 
while some raised doubts 
about how it was obtained, 
the country had been living 
in peace compared to ear- 
lier periods of bloodshed. 
That changed last week- 
end when 89 people were 
killed in a four-day span, 
compared to 79 in all of 
February. The Congress 
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El Salvador forces encircle neighborhoods in gang crackdown 


Soldiers man a checkpoint at the entrance to the Las Palmas Community, a neighborhood that 
is supposed to be under the control of Barrio 18 Gang in San Salvador, El Salvador, Sunday, 


March 27, 2022. 


passed Bukele’s state of 
emergency early Sunday 
giving authorities broad lat- 
itude in making arrests and 
extending jail time while 
investigations are carried 
out. Attorney General Ro- 
dolfo Delgado told state 
television that in the past 
two days nearly 1,500 al- 
leged gang members were 
captured “without firing a 
single shot.” 


Only two murders were 
confirmed Monday com- 
pared to 62 on Saturday. 

“I’ve been a victim of the 
gangs, I've paid them 
(extortion),” said — Este- 
ban Maravilla, who works 
in transportation. “They 
should lock them all up.” 

Bukele enjoys extremely 
high popularity in El Salva- 
dor, but some heavy hand- 
ed tactics have faced criti- 
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cism. 
Opposition politicians and 
nongovernmental organi- 


zations say security forces 
are going beyond even 
their newly enhanced 
powers. 

Human Rights Watch said in 
a statement Tuesday that 
the government should 
confront gang violence, 
but while respecting rights. 
“Instead of protecting Sal- 


vadorans, this broad state 
of emergency is a recipe 
for disaster that puts their 
rights at risk,” the organiza- 
tion said. 

The Inter-American Com- 
mission on Human. Rights 
condemned measures that 
keep incarcerated gang 
members inside their cells 
24 hours a day and reduce 
their food to two meals a 
day. 

“The measures implement- 
ed in the prisons consti- 
tute policies of a repres- 
sive nature that can result 
in serious violations of the 
humans rights of persons 
deprived of liberty,” the 
commission said. 

Stéphane Dujarric, spokes- 
man for United Nations 
Secretary-General Anto- 
nio Guterres, said Tuesday 
the Secretary General was 
concerned with the sharp 
increase in gang killings 
and trusted that measures 
taken by the government 
would be in line with inter- 
national human rights law 
and standards. 

Bukele responded via 
Twitter that the organiza- 
tions criticizing his actions 
now had done nothing to 
help El Salvador battle the 


gangs.) 


Bay of Bengal nations resolve to face calamities together 


By KRISHAN FRANCIS 
Associated Press 
COLOMBO, Sri Lanka (AP) 
— An organization of sev- 
en Bay of Bengal nations 
said its members must ur- 
gently use their geographi- 
cal advantage and other 
resources to address their 
post-pandemic vulner- 
abilities and _ collectively 
strengthen their ability to 
face future calamities. 

In a declaration on the final 
day of a three-day summit 
Wednesday, the group, 
the Bay of Bengal Initiative 
for Multi Sectoral Technical 
and Economic Corpora- 
tion, said its members re- 
solved to work together to 
combat poverty, natural 
disasters, climate change, 
pandemics and_ transna- 
tional crime. 

They also agreed to work 
toward food and energy 
security and strengthen 
their links to increase trade, 


investment, tourism and 
technology, and offset 
economic losses caused by 
the COVID-19 pandemic. 
“The developments in Eu- 
rope in the last few weeks 
have raised a question 
mark on the stability of the 
international order. 

In this context, it has be- 
come important to make 
BIMSTEC regional coop- 
eration more active,” In- 
dian Prime Minister Naren- 
dra Modi said in a virtual 
speech. 

“It has also become imper- 
ative to give more priority 
to our regional security.” 
He said India will contribute 
$3 million to revive the BIM- 
STEC Center for Weather 
and Climate to enable co- 
operation in disaster man- 
agement. 

The leaders also signed a 
BIMSTEC charter, which the 
summit’s host, Sri Lankan 
President Gotabaya Raja- 


paksa, said “will no doubt 
be a significant step to- 
ward increasing this organi- 
zation’s role, not just within 
the region, but also as a 
driving force from Asia in 
global affairs.” 

Leaders from Bangladesh, 
Bhutan, India, Nepal, Sri 
Lanka and Thailand all ad- 
dressed the summit virtual- 
ly. Myanmar’s foreign min- 
ister, Wunna Maung Lwin, 
represented his country re- 
motely. 

He also participated re- 
motely in a meeting of for- 
eign ministers on Tuesday 
that was attended in per- 
son by the other ministers. 
Myanmar’s military leader 
has not been allowed to 
participate in meetings of 
another regional organi- 
zation, the Association of 
Southeast Asian Nations, 
following the army’s seizure 
of power in February 2021 
and violent suppression of 


Foreign Ministers of the Bay of Bengal Initiative for Multi-Sectoral 
Technical and Economic Cooperation (BIMSTEC) countries, from 
left to right, Nepal’s Narayan Khadka, India’s Subrahmanyam 
Jaishankar, Don Pramudwinai of Thailand, Gamini Lakshman 
Peiris of Sri Lanka, A.K. Abdul Momen of Bangladesh, Tandi 
Dorji of Bhutan and Myanmar’s Wunna Maung Lwin pose for 
a photograph during their meeting in Colombo, Sri Lanka, 


Tuesday, March 29, 2022. 


opposition to its rule. 

Officials and ministers of the 
BIMSTEC member countries 
also signed three agree- 
ments on mutual legal assis- 
tance in criminal matters, a 


Associated Press 


technology transfer facility 
and cooperation between 
diplomatic academies. 
Thailand took over as BIM- 
STEC’s chair nation for the 
next two years.l) 
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COVID-19 DEE ical 


Testing Center iat ILE 
PCR / Antigen Test 


Fit2fly 


NO APPOINTMENT NEEDED! 


Locations: The Cove Mall (8:00 AM- 6:00 PM) Medcare near Courtyard by Marriott (8:00 AM - 2:00 PM) 


The Bulldog Aruba 
Open, warm and relaxed 


PALM BEACH - A combination of a 
cocktail bar, a restaurant and a gift 
shop on a tropical island, now that 
is something you need to try! We in- 
vite you to The Bulldog Aruba! The 
most recent addition to the world 
famous ‘Livingroom of Amsterdam’ 
by the Bulldog family. Located in 
the center of Paseo Herencia Mall 
in Palm Beach. 


i reservations@pinchosgrillaruba.com 


The Bulldog Aruba seats up to 110 
people and provides guests with 
a refined selection of cocktails, 
smoothies and fine dining. With 
regular Karaoke Nights, live per- 
formances by bands and DJs, it 


The history of The Bulldog goes 
back to 1975 when founder Henk 
de Vries took over his father's shop 


reservations are highly recom- 
mended at +297 563-7951 or send 
an email to orsine.wanga@thebull- 


is a relaxed place to go out and 
meet new people. Just like in Am- 
sterdam, The Bulldog Aruba allows 
guests to taste the typical Bulldog 
atmosphere: inviting, pleasant 
and relaxed. An atmosphere that 
fits seamlessly with the Caribbean 
way of life. Without a doubt, this is 
The Livingroom of Aruba’. 


in Amsterdam's famous Red Light 
District and turned this place into 
the world's very first coffee shop. 
Today, The Bulldog is an interna- 
tional company with multiple lo- 
cations in Barcelona, Rome, Ibiza, 
Silver Star (Canada BC) and, of 
course, home base Amsterdam. 


Walk-ins are always welcome, but 


dog.com 

Roses are red, Violets are blue, 
Vodka is cheaper than dinner for 
two!) 


The Bulldog Aruba 

Paseo Herencia Mall, Palm Beach 
Tel: +297-563-7951 

Open from Monday to Sunday 
From 5pm to lam 


Aruba to Me 


ORANJESTAD - We would like to portrait you! By inviting 
you to send us your favorite vacation picture while en- 
joying our Happy Island. Complete the sentence: Aruba 
to me is ....... Send your picture with that text (including 
your name and where you are from) to: news@aruba- 
today.com and we will publish your vacation memory. 
Isn't that a special way to keep your best moments 
alive? Please do note: By submitting photos, text or any 
other materials, you give permission to The Aruba To- 
day Newspaper, Caribbean Speed Printers and any of 
its affiliated companies to use said materials, as well as 
names, likeness, etc. for promotional purposes without 
compensation. 


1 x PWR BAS 
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yee | 


Last but not least: check out our website and Facebook le pds 
page! Thank you for supporting our free newspaper, we 


strive to make you a happy reader every day again.l) 
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Bonus 4-Card BINGO 
starting at lpm! 
$7 for 4-Card BINGO | 8 Games to Play 


@) $1,500 fin Gash Prizes 


SPECIAL PROGRESSIVE GAME 
Jackpot within 50 Calls | 51 Calls or more $111 
Additional $500 Cash Prize in our 


Monthly Early Bird Drawing when you 
purchase your card before noon! 


Papillon: the butterfly effect of magnificent food 


PALM BEACH — Do you remember the film 
“Papillon” starring Steve McQueen? Papillon 
restaurant is the island’s example where life 
imitates art.’ The décor, especially the rest- 
rooms, was inspired by the movie. For more 
than a decade this restaurant has built a rep- 
utation with the fusion of classic French cui- 
sine, Dutch and Caribbean flavors. Welcome 
in the world of wonders where ambiance, 
taste and service come together and you 
feel you are being welcomed in the home of 
the owner and her team. 


“We find it really important that our guests 
have fun; can relax while listening to live mu- 
sic while their taste buds are being tickled by 
France, The Netherlands and the Caribbean. 
We offer a unique fusion of dishes and a night 
not to forget,” says owner Tina. She points out 
that all Covid-protocol is in place here, they 
are very keen on hygiene and offer outside 
dining on a cozy, elegant terrace with social 
distancing in place and right on the high-rise 
strip. 


Fresh oysters, caviar and wild boar 
You are on vacation, life is to enjoy! If you 


want something special, a different flow 
than the usual then Papillon is the place to 
go. Foodies are in heaven here with classic 
French dishes such as Foie Gras, Frog Legs, 
fresh Oysters coming in on a weekly basis from 
Holland, Escargots, Dover Sole a la Meuniére 
flown in from Europe and filleted at the ta- 
ble, Duck Breast seared on the skin, roasted 
and braised Lamb in Balashi beer and slow 
braised Wild Boar Shank. Do not leave with- 
out trying the exclusive recommendation: 
Caviar! All of this combined with an extensive 
wine list from around the world makes Papil- 
lon a must-do on your Aruban vacation. 


Let the music play! 

We will give you another reason to visit: on 
Monday's and Friday's the famous Marisela 
who enchants you with her acoustic perfor- 
mance accompanied by percussion only; on 
Thursday's and Saturday's you can enjoy the 
tunes of live sax player Jairo and on Sunday’s 
and Tuesday's Jose Herrera will enchants you 
with his keyboard talent.The musicians inter- 
act with the guests, requests can be send 
in, the live tunes definitely add to the experi- 
ence. 
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THE SHOPS 
AT ALHAMBRA CASINO 


Offering a wide variety of Retail & Dining Outlets, 


Salon & Spa Services, Souvenirs and more 


Dunkin Donuts | Baskin Robbins | Fusion Piano & Wine Bar 
Hungry Piranha | Twist of Flavors | Juan Valdez Café 


The Brownstone Ribs & Seafood 
Coming Soon: Auntie Anne’s Pretzels 


Vegetarian vibes present 

Impressive vegetarian/vegan dishes are set 
up especially for the guests by the chef and 
Meredith from Vegan Aruba. “We offer veg- 
an choices that are really good and tasty. 
Our daily soup is always vegan too.” What 
are you waiting for, make sure to pay a visit 
to this elegant yet laid-back restaurant while 
on Aruba. You are most welcome! 

Papillon Restaurant is located at The Village 
across the Hilton Aruba Caribbean Resort 
&Casino andwithin walking distance of alll 
other major hotels. 


Make your reservation today at: 
info@papillonaruba.com 

or call/WhatsApp + 00297 6995400 

Open Daily: 59m —- 10.00pm - Early Bird from 
som — 7pm 

For all menus and specials visit the website: 
www.papillonaruba.com.L) 
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Fundashon Stimami Sterilisami receives a 8,000 dollar donation 
from American foundation One Love 


- Loe"s ~ 
ORANJESTAD - Fundashon 
Stimami — Sterilisami _re- 


ceived a generous dona- 
tion of 8,000 dollars from an 
American non-profit orga- 
nization named One Love 
Foundation. 


The donation will help Sti- 
mami _ Sterilisami continue 
with their national steriliza- 
tion campaign. During the 
last 2 months the founda- 
tion received more than 
2,300 registrations and has 
helped 28,592 sterilizations 
since 2016 and february 
of this year. The donation 
made my One Love will be 
duplicated dollar for dollar 
by Bucuti & Tara Beach Re- 
sort, making it another gen- 
erous donor, and together 
they will cover an aditional 
500 sterilizations of both 


dogs and cats. 

“We are thankful from the 
bottom of our hearts to El- 
len Sirianni, Berkley Camer- 
on and the full team of One 
Love Foundation for their 
generous contribution and 
all the help they are provid- 
ing to Stimami Sterilisami. It 
is heart moving to see the 
effort that they are putting 
into helping our foundation 
and Aruba mitigate the suf- 
fering and abandonment 
of our animals, and they 
are doing everything they 
can from the U.S,” Ewald 
Biemans, President of Fun- 
dashon Stimami Sterilisami 
and owner/CEO of Bucuti 
& Tara Beach Resort ex- 
plained. 


“Ever since we_ started 
2 years ago, we have 


. 
Rina Ti +t 


worked hard to change 
the lives of animals on Aru- 
ba by helping rescue orga- 
nizations with food, medi- 
cal care, refuge, medical 
materials and_ sterilization. 
But we realized that we 
need sterilization en masse 
so we can truly help these 
organizations, seeing as this 
is the one way we can aft- 
tack the source. We are 
working hard to continue 
providing our help and sup- 
port to Fundashon Stimami 
Sterilisami so we can steril- 


ize as many cats and dogs 


as possible!,” Ellen Sirianni, 
president of One Love 
Foundation expressed. 


On top of the great 8,000 
dollar donation, for the 
second time this year, One 
Love Foundation brought 
gifts and necesary materi- 
als to Bucuti & Tara Beach 
Resort for their program 
Pack For A Purpose that 
supports Imeldahof. 


Pack For A Purpose is an 


international organiza- 
tion that has the mission of 
bringing a positive impact 
to Communities worldwide 
by helping travelers that 
want to make a significant 
contribution to the destina- 
tion that they visit. Bucuti & 
Tara Beac Resort is proud to 
be a member of Pack For 
A Purpose since August in 
2015 and donations with an 
average weight of 423 kilos 
every year thanks to the 
support and help from its 
visitors and other donors.L) 


In preparation for Wings of Hope’s SDG School Champion Challenge 2022: 


AAA and Grant Thornton Aruba organized a seminar for participating schools 


ORANJESTAD - Aruba Air- 
port Authority N.V.’s (AAA) 
“Wings of Hope” (woh) to- 
gether with Grant Thornton 
Aruba organized a semi- 
nar on Saturday March 26, 
2022, for schools That will 
be competing in woh’s 
Sustainable Development 
Goal (SDG) School Cham- 
pion Challenge 2022. 


A total of 16 schools par- 
ticipated in the SDG School 
Champion Challenge sem- 
inar 2022. The seminar pro- 
gram was filled with various 
presentations, valuable 
tips, and necessary tools 
to prepare a solid Sustain- 
able project plan and a 
friendly SDG competition. 


For the first part of the semi- 
nar, Grant Thornton Aruba 
gave a presentation on 
United Nation’s 17 Sustain- 
able Development Goals 
followed by AAA’s woh 
presentation on a total of 
3 projects completed in 
2020, 4 projects completed 
in 2021 and a total of 6 on- 
going and planned proj- 
ects for 2022. 


During the second part of 
the seminar, Grant Thorn- 
ton Aruba provided the 
schools with a solid Sustain- 
able project plan and bud- 
get presentation explaining 
how this should be filled out 
and what are the most im- 
portant points to consider. 
To complete the seminar, 
the schools were mixed up 


and groups were created 
for a friendly SDG compe- 
tition. Each group had 30 
minutes to come up with a 
Sustainable project plan us- 
ing a specific budget and 
choosing 1 or more sdgs as 
their focus. At the end of 
the time allocated, each 
group had to present their 
Sustainable project plan to 
the woh team, Grant Thorn- 
ton Aruba, and SDG Aruba. 


AAA's woh team, Grant 
Thornton Aruba and SDG 
Aruba were very impressed 
by each group’s creativ- 
ity, choice of sdgs for their 
Sustainable project plan, 
allocation of budget and 
overall grasp of the con- 


cept. The schools were 
very excited and ready to 
start working on their Sus- 
tainable project plan to be 
submitted to woh by May 
13, 2022, where the winning 
school will receive AWG 
20,000.00 to execute their 
plan. 


AAA woh and Grant Thorn- 
ton Aruba are very happy 
with the attendance of the 
schools to the SDG School 
Champion Challenge 
seminar 2022 and are cer- 
tain that with the presenta- 
tions and necessary tools 
received, the schools will 
deliver a solid Sustainable 
project plan to woh. LJ 
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4 big expenses you could face in retirement 


By KATE ASHFORD of Nerd- 
Wallet 

Retirement planning — is 
part savings, part guessing 
game. While many of your 
day-to-day expenses will 
remain the same, there are 
big-ticket categories that 
can take a large bite out of 
your savings. The more you 
can plan, the better pre- 
pared you'll be to weather 
the costs. 
Here are four expenses to 
keep in mind as you pre- 
pare for retirement: 
1. HEALTH CARE 
The average 65-year-old 
retired couple will need 
about $300,000 in after-tax 
savings to handle health 
care costs in retirement, 
according to a 2021 re- 
port from Fidelity. Fidel- 
ity is a NerdWallet partner. 
"And that's just for regular 
health care," says Michelle 
Gessner, a certified finan- 
cial planner in Houston. 
"That's not even counting 
unexpected chronic illness 
care." 
Your specific costs will de- 
pend on where you live, 
how long you live and your 
overall health. Taking care 
of your health and ade- 
quately managing condi- 
tions like Type 2 diabetes 
can help keep costs lower. 
The other health care sur- 
prise is that Medicare pre- 
miums are higher if your 
income is above a certain 
level. For example, if you're 
married filing jointly with a 
modified adjusted gross 
income over $182,000 in 
2020, you'll pay at least 40% 
more for your Medicare 


In this June 15, 2018, file photo, cash is fanned out from a wallet in North Andover, Mass. 


Part B monthly premiums. 
In 2022, the standard pre- 
mium costs about $4,000 a 
year for a couple. 

"It really creeps up," says 
Laurie Burkhardt , a CFP in 
Boston. "And it's easy, be- 
lieve it or not, to get to that 
income level when you are 
at the age where you're 
taking required distributions 
from your IRA." 

2. LONG-TERM CARE 
Seniors who live to 80 have 
about a 1-in-4 chance of 
needing long-term care. 
And it's not cheap: An as- 
sisted living facility costs 
$4,500 a month, on aver- 
age. And while a home 
health aide averages 
about $27 per hour, the 
costs add up. 

"That's pretty reasonable if 


you only need a few hours 
of care per week," says Pat- 
ti Black, a CFP in Birming- 
ham, Alabama. "That math 
becomes unworkable, the 
more care you need." 
Certified financial plan- 
ners can help clients proj- 
ect costs for a few years of 
long-term care to ensure 
their savings can handle 
it. "| talk with clients about 
whether long-term care in- 
surance should be part of 
their financial plan to trans- 
fer some or all of this risk," 
Black says. 

3. DENTAL CARE 

The average senior on 
Medicare using dental 
services paid nearly $900 
a year out of pocket, ac- 
cording to the Kaiser Fam- 
ily Foundation. And 1 in 


Associated Press 


5 Medicare beneficiaries 
spent more than $1,000. 
Original Medicare doesn't 
cover most traditional den- 
tal care, and 47% of Medi- 
care beneficiaries go with- 
out any dental insurance. 
But gum disease, tooth 
loss and oral cancer are 
all greater concerns for se- 
niors, and finding compre- 
hensive dental insurance 
can be difficult. 

"Dental procedures can be 
a really rude awakening," 
Burkhardt says. "I'm going 
through it right now with my 
husband, who is retired and 
is getting a dental implant. 
He's been shocked at how 
much the out of pocket is." 
4, PRESCRIPTION DRUGS 
Since 2015, at least 1 mil- 
lion enrollees per year in 


Medicare Part D have had 
drug costs high enough to 
exceed the catastrophic 
coverage threshold, which 
is $7,050 in 2022. If you have 
a condition that requires 
specialty tier drugs — such 
as cancer, multiple sclerosis 
or hepatitis C — your out- 
of-pocket costs can be ex- 
ceptionally high. Once you 
hit the catastrophic thresh- 
old, you'll pay either a small 
coinsurance or copay for 
drugs , but there's no cap 
on out-of-pocket spending 
under Medicare Part D; it 
can add up if your drug is 
expensive. 

"My dad has rheumatoid 
arthritis, and his drugs cost 
$6,000 per month," says Tess 
Zigo, a CFP in Palm Har- 
bor, Florida. "What retiree 
has $6,000 a month just for 
drugs?" 

WHAT TO DO 

A financial planner special- 
izing in retirement needs 
can stress test your finan- 
cial plan for health events 
and other expenses. If 
there are gaps in your cov- 
erage, they can help you 
with strategies to address 
unexpected costs, such as 
considering long-term care 
insurance or a hybrid policy 
that combines life insur- 
ance with a long-term care 
rider. 

Getting the right insurance, 
from Medicare Supplement 
plans to dental and drug 
coverage, is also essential. 
"If the coverage is correct, 
then those catastrophic ex- 
penses aren't so bad," says 
Dennis Nolte, a CFP in Win- 
ter Park, Florida.l) 


Waymo to expand autonomous vehicle rides to San Francisco 


SAN FRANCISCO (AP) — 
Waymo's  self-driving ride- 
hailing service is branching 
out to San Francisco. 

The autonomous vehicle 
unit of Alphabet, Google's 
parent company, — said 
Wednesday that it start- 
ed carrying employees in 
electric Jaguar |-Pace SUVs 
without human backup 
drivers. Previously the com- 
pany had been testing the 
vehicles with a safety driver 
behind the wheel just in 
case. 

Waymo didn't elaborate 
on when it might offer au- 


tonomous rides to the pub- 
lic in San Francisco. The 
company has been us- 
ing autonomous minivans 
without human backups to 
carry passengers in the East 
Valley of the Phoenix metro 
area since 2020. 

Waymo also announced 
Wednesday that soon it 
will expand driverless rides 
to Downtown Phoenix. The 
program will start by carry- 
ing Waymo employees with 
safety drivers in the vehi- 
cles, with a goal of opening 
those rides to residents who 
join a "trusted tester" pro- 


gram soon after. No date 
was given for when the hu- 
mans would be pulled from 
the vehicles. 

The testing in San Francis- 
co comes as competitor 
Cruise LLC, a General Mo- 
tors subsidiary, is seeking a 
permit to charge for fully 
autonomous rides in the 
city. Cruise is operating a 
small fleet of autonomous 
vehicles that it opened to 
the general public at the 
beginning of February. GM 
expects to get a permit to 
charge passengers for au- 
tonomous rides this year.L) 


In this April 7, 2021 file photo, a Waymo minivan arrives to pick 
up passengers for an autonomous vehicle ride, in Mesa, Ariz. 
Associated Press 
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CROSSWORD ERE EACEEE 
By THOMAS JOSEPH 


ACROSS 43Luke’s 
1 Con- sister 
temptible 44 Ready for 
5 Grow the body 

sick of shop 

11 Diva's = 45 Screws up 
piece 

12 Climate- 
affecting 
current 

13 Sprightly 
dances 

14 Bath 
problem 

15 Sticky 
stuff 

17 Chiding 
sound 

18 Key 

22 Grating 

24 Stage 
comment 

25 Sculpting 
medium 

26 Collins 
base 

27 Slews 

30 Fhoenix 
SOUICE 

32 Wild 

33 Exciting, 
in slang 

34 Look 
like 

38 Pate 
cover 

41 Dessert 
fruit 

42 Show up 
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Yesterday's answer 


DOWN 

1 Mexican 
peninsula 10 At present 29 Shirt part 

2Parched 16Sowsite 30Bar choice 

3 Tourist 19 Bar 31 Not flashy 

4 Become cheice 35 Parrot 
laxer 20 TY's morsel 

§ Big truck Falco 36 Den 

6Colman 21 Addition 37 Important 
of "The column times 
Favounte” 22 Musical 38 Smidgen 

7 Except if phrase =. 39 Raw 

§Relieve 23 Land unit metal 

9 Count 28La Grea 40Hot water 
start al sie 


AXYDLBEAAKR 
inLONGPRELLOW 
One letter stands for another. In this sample, A is used 
for the three L's, A for the two O's, vic. Single [etlers, 
apostrophes. the deneth acd fertation of the wards 
are all hints. Tach day the code letters are different. 
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Yesterday's Cryptoquute: THE SEA. ONCE IT 
CASTS TVS SPELL, HGHOS ONE IN IS NET Cub 
WONDER FOREVER. — JACQUES COUSTEAL 


U.S. astronaut ends record spaceflight 
with Russian ride home 


By MARCIA DUNN 

AP Aerospace Writer 

A NASA astronaut caught 
a Russian ride back to Earth 
on Wednesday after a U.S. 
record 355 days at the In- 
ternational Space Station, 
returning with two cosmo- 
nauts to a world torn apart 
by war. 

Mark Vande Hei landed in 
a Soyuz capsule in Kazakh- 
stan alongside the Russian 
Space Agency’s Pyotr Du- 
brov, who also spent the 
past year in space, and 
Anton Shkaplerov. Wind 
blew the capsule onto its 
side following touchdown, 
and the trio emerged into 
the late afternoon sun one 
by one. 

Vande Hei, the last one 
out, grinned and waved as 
he was carried to a reclin- 
ing chair out in the open 
Kazakh steppes. 

“Beautiful out here,” said 
Vande Hei, putting on a 
face mask and ballcap. 
Despite escalating tensions 
between the U.S. and Rus- 
sia over Vladimir Putin’s war 


Beautiful Latin Girls 
sin & ini 


WWW PLEASUREINARUBA Sey Fe 


J 4 


NASA astronaut Mark Vande Hei gives the thumbs up outside 
the Soyuz MS-19 spacecraft after he landed with Russian 
cosmonauts Anton Shkaplerov and Pyoir Dubrov in a remote 
area near the town of Zhezkazgan, Kazakhstan on Wednesday, 
March 30, 2022. 


Associated Press 


with Ukraine, Vande Hei’s 
return followed customary 
procedures. A small NASA 
team of doctors and other 
staff was on hand for the 
touchdown and planned 
to return immediately to 
Houston with the 55-year- 
old astronaut. 

Even before Russia’s Feb. 
24 invasion of Ukraine, 
Vande Hei said he was 
avoiding the subject with 
his two Russian crewmates. 
Despite getting along “fan- 
tastically ... I'm not sure we 
really want to go there,” he 
said. 

It was the first taste of gravity 
for Vande Hei and Dubrov 
since their Soyuz launch on 
April 9 last year. Shkaplerov 
joined them at the orbiting 
lab in October, escorting 
a Russian film crew up for 
a brief stay. To accommo- 
date that visit, Vande Hei 
and Dubrov doubled the 
length of their stay. 


Before departing the 


space station, Shkaplerov 
embraced his fellow astro- 
nauts as “my space broth- 


ers and space sister.” 
“People have problem on 
Earth. On orbit ... we are 
one crew,” Shkaplerov said 
in a live NASA TV broadcast 
Tuesday. The space  sta- 
tion is a symbol of “friend- 
ship and cooperation and 
.. future of exploration of 
space.” The war tensions 
bubbled over in other areas 
of space with the suspen- 
sion of European satellite 
launches on Russian rock- 
ets and the Europe-Russia 
Mars rover stuck on Earth 
for another two years.l) 
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HTTA 

Casa Del Mar 

Abbasador wings 

Eagle beach 

1 BR Week # 12 Room # 1328 
3th floor pool / view 

Price :$ 7K 

Call :011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


Marriott Ocean Club 

Palm beach 

1 BR Platinum Ocean View 
$12,500 

2 BR Platinum Ocean View $ 
20K 

Call :011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


House For Sale 

San Minquel Noord 

3 Bedroom 2 bath with pool 

5 min drive to best beaches 

In world near all top restaurant 
and 

Supermarket 

Price :$ 475 K 

Call : 011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


House For Sale 

Palm beach 

3 Bedroom , 2 1/2 Bath 

Pool and garage 

5 min walk from famous palm 
beach 

Price : $650 K 

Call :011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


House For sale 
Savaneta near Zeerover 
3 BR 2 bath on a property land 
5 min walk from the water 
Price : $ 220 K 
Call : 011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 
215227 


HTTA 

Are you looking to sell 

your time share in Aruba ? 
Contact us local experts now for 
37 years giving wonderfull 
service 

In a wonderfull way 

Call :011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 
www.halleytimetravelaruba.com 


HTTA 

Looking to Buy 

weeks at Marriott 

Surf and Ocean Club 

All size and view and season 
Call :011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


HTTA 

Renaissance Ocean Suites 
Private Islands 

1 BR DLX week 10 and 11 
Room # 2353 Ocean Front 
Price :$10 K each 

1 BR DLX week 14 

Room # 2348 Ocean Front 
Price :$ 10 K 

Call :011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


HTTA 

Renaissance ocean Suites 
Private Islands 

1 BR Week 14 room # 2348 
1 BR Week 14 room # 2521 
1 BR Week 14 room # 2541 
1 BR Week 15 room # 2111 
Price :$8 K each 

Call :011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


HTTA 

La Quita Beach resort 
Eagle beach 

2 BR town house week #9 
Room # 212 Ocean View 
Price :$11 K 

Call : 011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


HTTA 

Casa Del Mar 

Eagle beach 

1 BR Week 9/10 

Room # 1329 $8.500K each 
2 BR week 9/10 

Room # 1302 $15 K each 
Call :011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


HTTA 

Aruba Divi Phoenix 
Palm beach 

1 Bedroom 2 bath 

Week # 13 room #763 

26 weeks remain 

Price :15 K 

Call :011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


HTTA 

Divi Village 

Eagle Beach 

Studio week 13 room # 6206 
Studio week 14 room # 6205 
20 weeks remain on each 
Price :$7 K each 

Call : 011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


HTTA 

Dutch Village 

Eagle beach 

Studio week 12 room #33 
30 weeks remain 

Price: $9K 

Call : 011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


HTTA 

Divi Village 

Eagle beach 

2 BR 2 bath week 13 

Room # 3512 

29 weeks remain all accelerated 
Expire :2036 

Price :$10 K 

Call :011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


HTTA 

Divi Village 

Eagle beach 

1 BR floating weeks 
Platinum F-Building 

14 weeks remain 

Price: $6K 

Call :011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


Condo For Sale 

Tierra Del Sol 

Golf 24 hour security 

3 Bedroom 2 1/2 bath 
Ocean view with garage 
Price: $ 475K 

Call :011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


Le Vent 

Eagle Beach 

3 Bedroom , 3 bath 
Ground floor $ 870 K 

2 Bedroom , 2 Bath 
Ground floor $ 675 K 

2 Bedroom , 2 bath 

Top floor $ 990 K 

Call :011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


Azure Beach Residences 
Eagle Beach 

3 Bedroom 3 bath 

Pool / view 

Price : $ 1,050,000 

Call :01 1-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


Blue Residences 

Eagle Beach 

2 Bedroom , 2 Bath 
Beach view 

Price : $ 699K 

Call :011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


Acqua condominium Aruba 
Palm Beach 

2 Bedroom , 2 bath 

Pool view 

Price : $ 650 K 

Call:01 1-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


Pearl Aruba condos 
Eagle beach 

2 bedroom , 2 bath 

Pool / view 

Price : $ 369K 

Call :011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 
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Classifieds 


HTTA 

Renaissance Ocean Suites 
Private Islands 

1 BR WK # 13 room # 2524 

$6 K 

1 BR WK # 14 room #2539 $7K 
Call : 011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


For Sale by Owner 

Caribbean Palm Village Resort 

Wk 50-2BR/28th, $1,900 

Wks 51852-/2BR/28th, $2,900 

Wks 51&52/1BR/2Bth, $1,900 

Wk 52-1BR/2Bth, $2,500 

Wk 11-2BR/2Bth, $1,900 

Wk 12-1 BR/2Bth, $1,200 

Wk 13-2 BR/2Bth, $1,300 

Contact: 

sales.aruba@hotmail.com 
215061 


Casa del Mar 2BR/2B 
Week 2/1113 (17k); 
Week 5/1315 (19k); 
Week 8/1113 (18k); 
Week 8/1409 (18k); 
Week 9/1218 (16k); 
Week 10/1207 (16k 
Week 13/1509 (13k 
Week 14/1308 (13k 
Week 15/1217 (10k 
CDMOwner@gmail.com 
U.S. Cell: (860)992-3890 
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HEALTH 


a 


DOCTOR ON DUTY 
Oranjestad 


Hospital 7:00 pm / 10:00pm 
Tel. 527 4000 


San Nicolas 


Imsan 24 hours 
Tel.524 8833 


PHARMACY ON DUTY 


Oranjestad: 

Central Tel. 585 1965 

San Nicolas: 

Seroe Preto Tel. 584 4833 


OTHER 

Dental Clinic 587 9850 
Blood Bank Aruba 587 0002 
Urgent Care 586 0448 
Walk-In Doctor’s Clinic 
+297 588 0539 


EMERGENCY 

Police 100 
Oranjestad 527 3140 
Noord 527 3200 
Sta. Cruz 527 2900 
San Nicolas 584 5000 
Police Tipline 11141 
[Ambulancia 911 

Fire Dept. 115 

Red Cross 582 2219 
TAXI SERVICES 

Taxi Tas 587 5900 
Prof. Taxi 588 0035 
Taxi D.T.S. 587 2300 


Taxi Serv. Aruba 583 3232 


A1 Taxi Serv. 280 2828 
TRAVEL INFO 

Aruba Airport 524 2424 
American Airlines 582 2700 
Avianca 588 0059 
Jet Blue 588 2244 
Surinam 582 7896 


AID FOUNDATIONS 


FAVI- Visually Impaired 
Tel. 582 5051 


Icoholics Anonymous 
el. 736 2952 


Narcotics Anonymous 
Tel. 583 8989 


Fundacion Contra Violencia 
Relacional Tel. 583 5400 


\Centre for Diabetes 
|Tel. 524 8888 


Child Abuse Prevention 
|Tel. 582 4433 


Quota Club Tel. 525 2672 


General Info 
Phone Directory Tel. 118 
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Linklater charmingly chronicles life in 1969 Houston 


By LINDSEY BAHR 

AP Film Writer 

The geniuses at NASA ac- 
cidentally build the lunar 
module a little too small for 
an adult in "Apollo 10’4: A 
Space Age Childhood." In 
Richard Linklater's first for- 
ay into animation since "A 
Scanner Darkly," a few fast- 
talking NASA men (Glen 
Powell and Zachary Levi) 
recruit an average local 
elementary school student, 
Stan, to test it out for them 
on a top secret mission 
to the Moon. It's the kind 
of thing kids have been 
dreaming about for over 50 
years. 

Memory is a funny thing, of 
course, and no one fanta- 
sizes as freely as a kid. For 
this imaginative spirit living 
in the Houston area in the 
late 1960s near NASA at 
its heyday was like "being 
where science fiction was 
coming fo life. The optimis- 
tic, technological future 
was now and we were at 
the absolute center of ev- 
erything new and better," 


he says. 
It should be said that our 
narrator Stan (Milo Coy 


voices him as a kid, Jack 
Black as an adult) is a bit of 
a fabulist. Not that it mat- 
ters, "Apollo 10'4" is only sort 
of about Stan's fantastical 
trip to the Moon before Neil 
Armstrong, Buzz Aldrin and 
Michael Collins took off in 
Apollo 11. It is a breezy nos- 
talgia-fest, in rotoscope, 
about a very specific child- 
hood in a very specific 
place with an adult nar- 


rator telling us the story of 
his childhood. His siblings 
teased him for not being 
in many family photos be- 
cause, as he says, at that 
point his family had given 
Up on documenting every 
move of their children. 

And it is not dissimilar to ret- 
rospective coming-of-age 
larks like "Stand by Me," 
"Now and Then" and "The 
Wonder Years," with its ear- 
nest, wry observations. Stan 
takes us through daily life 
as a 10-year-old in 1969 as 
the youngest of six children 


This image released by Netflix shows the character Stan, voiced by Milo Coy, in the animated film 
"Apollo 10 1/2: A Space Age Childhood." 


in a neighborhood where 
it seemed like everyone 
worked for NASA in some 
capacity, though he can't 
help but wish that his dad 
had a position that took 
him to space, not an office. 
Linklater is almost too good 
at making you wistful for 
times you were never part 
of. And even so, there is 
universality in Stan's life in 
the sandwiches they would 
make on Sunday and un- 
freeze throughout the 
week for school lunches, 
the myriad ways his moth- 


Associated Press 


er would use a ham for a 
weeks’ worth of dinners, 
or memories about seeing 
"The Sound of Music" mul- 
tiple times a week for at 
least a few years straight. 
Stan explains he was part 
of the last of the "duck-and- 
cover" generation, though 
hardly the last to fear that 
there would be no future at 
all. 

There's a paradox to living 
in a time that worships the 
future while also predict- 
ing the end. As if kids don't 
have enough anxiety al- 


ready. 

And for Stan this is mani- 
fested in a strange real- 
ity where the space race 
seemed to permeate the 
most mundane aspects 
of daily life, from the wire 
rockets on their play- 
grounds and the despera- 
tion to give everything — 
even advertisements in the 
newspaper — a connec- 
tion to the astronauts. 
There may be a little bit of 
projection going on in re- 
gards to Stan's immediate 
appreciation of "2001: A 
Space Odyssey." He's ei- 
ther the coolest 10-year- 
old film scholar out there 
or this is also a riff on our 
fallible memories. Who's 
to say Stan (and Linklater) 
didn't really get the famous 
white room? There's also 
the unshakable feeling that 
we've seen this all before. 
We kind of have: 1969 is 
not exactly an undocu- 
mented time, especially for 
a middle class white family 
and this doesn't push many 
boundaries. And yet as 
with most Linklater joints, it's 
so sincere and so sweetly 
true that you can't really 
fault it for not reinventing 
the wheel. Just like a story 
that your parents have told 
or maybe you've told a mil- 
lion times before, it's com- 
forting. So put that ham 
casserole on the stove, pull 
up a chair and enjoy hear- 
ing one more time about 
how someone who grew 
up with a black and white 
television set never knew 
Oz was in color.) 


Bruce Willis, 


Actor Bruce Willis appears at 

the premiere of "Glass" in New 

York on Jan. 15, 2019. 
Associated Press 


diagnosed with aphasia, 


NEW YORK (AP) — Bruce 
Willis is stepping away from 
acting after a diagnosis of 
aphasia, a condition that 
causes loss of the ability 
to understand or express 
speech, his family an- 
nounced Wednesday. 

In a statement posted on 
Willis’ Instagram page, the 
67-year-old actor's family 
said Willis was recently di- 
agnosed with aphasia and 
that it is impacting his cog- 
nitive abilities. 

"As a result of this and with 
much consideration, Bruce 
is stepping away from the 
career that has meant so 


much to him," read the 
statement signed by Willis’ 
wife, Emma Heming Wil- 
lis, his ex-wife Demi Moore, 
and his five children, Rum- 
er, Scout, Tallulah, Mabel 
and Evelyn. 

"We are moving through 
this as a strong family unit, 
and wanted to bring his 
fans in because we know 
how much he means to 
you, as you do to him," they 
said. "As Bruce always says, 
‘Live it up' and together we 
plan to do just that." 
Aphasia_ typically occurs 
after a stroke or head injury, 
but can also develop grad- 


steps away from acting 


ually due to a slow-growing 
brain tumor or a disease 
that causes degenerative 
damage. It is treated pri- 
marily with soeech therapy 
and learning non-verbal 
means of communication. 
The news about Willis, one 
of Hollywood's most be- 
loved actors, immediately 
spread online as fans re- 
acted. His four-decade 
career has amassed more 
than $5 billion in box office 
worldwide, 

Willis had been working 
steadily and frequenily. Re- 
nowned for films like "Die 
Hard," "Pulp Fiction" and 


"The Sixth Sense," Willis has 
in recent years churned out 
straight-to-video __ thrillers. 
Last year, he starred in a 
staggering eight films. Most 
came and went quietly, 
including titles like "Cosmic 
Sin," "Out of Death" and 
"Deadlock." 

Most recently, Willis starred 
in last month's "Gasoline Al- 
ley" and "A Day to Die," re- 
leased in early March. Willis 
has already shot at least six 
more films due out in 2022 
and 2023, including "Die 
Like Lovers," "Corrective 
Measures" and "The Wrong 
Place."L) 
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NFL owners approve rule change for OT in playoffs 


By BARRY WILNER 

AP Pro Football Writer 

PALM BEACH, Fla. (AP) — It 
took a few years, and for 
many fans that probably 
was too long. 

Still, the NFL has heard the 
cries of "unfair" and has ad- 
justed its overtimes rules. 
Only for the postseason, 
though. 

The NFL is changing the 
sometimes controversial 
overtime rules to guaran- 
tee each side gets the balll 
in the playoffs. 

Concerned that the coin 
toss to begin the extra peri- 
od has too much impact on 
postseason game results, 
the owners voted Tuesday 
to permanently approve a 
proposal presented by the 
Colts and Eagles. 
Beginning this season, if 
the team possessing the 
ball first in overtime scores 
a touchdown on that se- 
ries, the opponent still gets 
a possession. In recent 
seasons, that touchdown 
would have ended the 
game. 

That second possession of 
overtime would extend be- 
yond the initial 15-minute 
period if needed. Should 
that team tie the game, it 
then would become sud- 
den death. 

Outcries began back in the 
February 2017 Super Bowl 
when Tom Brady complet- 
ed an incredible come- 
back from a 28-3 deficit to 
tie the game. The Patriots 
won the coin toss, marched 
to a touchdown and beat 
the Falcons. 

In the 2018 season, New 
England won the AFC title 
on the first series of OT with- 
out Kansas City getting the 
ball. 

When the same thing hap- 
pened in Kansas City dur- 
ing this January's divisional 
game between the Bills 
and the Chiefs, won by KC, 
a groundswell became an 
uproar. 

"We always listen to 
fans," Commissioner Rog- 
er Goodell said. "What 
brought this decision was 
the database and the 
facts. When you see that, 
this is an issue in the post- 
season." 

Rich McKay, the Falcons 
president and chairman of 
the competition commit- 


NFL CommissionerRoger Goodell answers questions from reporters at a press conference follow- 
ing the close of the NFL owner's meeting, Tuesday, March 29, 2022, at The Breakers resort in Palm 


Beach, Fla. 


tee, admitted that Kansas 
City's victory over Buffalo 
was a factor in the ballot- 
ing by owners. He said that 
was well beyond the re- 
quired 24 votes, but would 
not reveal the exact num- 
bers. 

"| think what the stats show 
is there is a clear issue we 
can say since the change 
(in rules) in 2010," McKay 
added, "and the problem 
comes in the postseason." 
Since the previous overtime 
rule was instituted for the 
regular season in 2012, the 
team that wins the coin toss 
has won the game half of 
the time (76 of 152 games). 
However, both teams have 
had at least one possession 
in 82% of the games (124 of 
152). 

Those numbers changed 
quite a bit in the post- 
season. Since 2010, when 
that rule was instituted for 
the playoffs, seven of the 
12 overtime games have 
been won on an open- 
ing possession touchdown, 
and 10 of 12 have been 
won by the team that won 
the coin toss. 

"That data was compelling 
to us and to the league," 
McKay said. "An amend- 
ment was added (to the 


original proposal by the 
Colts and Eagles) to not 
make a change in the reg- 
ular season, but in the post- 
season, where our problem 
principally lies." 

The Titans had recom- 
mended that both teams 
possess the ball in overtime 
unless the team receiving 
the kickoff scores a touch- 
down and a 2-point con- 
version. That would end 
the game. But the owners, 
perhaps believing the Ten- 
nessee suggestion was too 
gimmicky, went with the 
other proposal. 

Under previous rules, the 
10-minute overtime in the 
regular season only contin- 
ued if the team getting the 
ball first failed to score or 
kicked a field goal. Should 
the side receiving the kick- 
off make a field goal, the 
team that first played de- 
fense would get a posses- 
sion in which it can score a 
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touchdown and win, or kick 
a field goal and play would 
continue — if time allowed. 
Of course, in the postsea- 
son, when there are no ties, 
overtimes continue — until 
someone has more points. 
Goodell concluded the 
meetings by urging cau- 
tion regarding the Deshaun 
Watson situation and the 
NFL's investigation. The 
quarterback, who did not 
play for Houston last season 
after 22 women accused 
him of sexual misconduct, 
will not be indicted on 
criminal charges. Now with 
the Cleveland Browns after 
a trade, Watson still faces 
civil lawsuits. 

"We're going to let the facts 
lead us, find every fact we 
can," Goodell said. "At least 
there is a resolution from 
the criminal side of it. Our 
investigation hopefully will 
have access to more infor- 
mation." 


As for a potential suspen- 
sion for Watson, Goodell 
noted that a discipline of- 
ficer jointly appointed by 
the league and _ players’ 
union would make that de- 
termination. 

Goodell said if the league 
discovers a violation in Dol- 
phins owner Stephen Ross' 
conduct regarding the in- 
tegrity of the game, the 
information would be re- 
leased publicly. 

Former Dolphins coach Bri- 
an Flores has sued the NFL 
and three teams (Miami, 
Denver and the New York 
Giants), claiming racist hir- 
ing practices. Flores also 
has accused Ross of of- 
fering him a bonus to lose 
games in 2019, something 
the owner vigorously has 
denied. 

Earlier Tuesday, Carolina 
coach Matt Rhule voiced 
his support of a potential 
change — something that 
many owners agreed with, 
if only for the postseason. 
"You get a shot, | get a 
shot," Rhule said, "and may 
the best team win." 

Troy Vincent, who oversees 
NFL football operations, 
echoed Rhule's sentiment, 
saying that football fans 
have expressed the same 


opinion. 
"The fan wants to see his 
quarterback touch’ the 


ball, and the data drove us 
to that," Vincent said. 

The owners also approved 
an anti-tampering rule that 
prohibits a team seeking an 
assistant general manager 
from asking permission for 
an interview until after the 
draft. As Vincent explained, 
someone in personnel for 
one team who has been in- 
volved in draft preparation 
should not be available for 
hire by another club until 
the draft is over. 

Once the draft has con- 
cluded — this year that is 
April 30 — the employing 
team must grant permission 
for such interviews.L) 
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Women's Final Four can be a financial windfall for players 


By PAT EATON-ROBB 
Players at the women's Fi- 
nal Four this week have 
been calling for equity in 
their sport on various fronts 
— just not when it comes to 
cashing in on their celeb- 
rity. Turns out they just might 
be better at capitalizing 
on the new rules than their 
male counterparts. 
Women's basketball _ is 
ranked second, behind 
only college football and 
ahead of men's basketball 
in the amount of income 
generated by name, im- 
age and likeness deals, 
according to Blake Law- 
rence, the chief executive 
of Opendorse, a company 
that helps colleges and 
athletes navigate the NIL 
landscape. 

As their exposure increases 
during the NCAA Tourna- 


Stanford forward Cameron Brink (22) celebrates with team- 
mates as confetti flies after Stanford beat Texas 59-50 in a col- 
lege basketball game in the Elite 8 round of the NCAA tourna- 
ment, Sunday, March 27, 2022, in Spokane, Wash. 


ment, members of Final 
Four teams — and espe- 
cially stars such as Paige 
Bueckers, Cameron Brink, 
Aliyan Boston and Hailey 
Van Lith — will have the 
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opportunity to make tens 
of thousands of dollars from 
endorsement deals, ex- 
perts say. 

That's on top of the money 
that top social-media influ- 


encers, such as Bueckers, 
are already making, which 
Lawrence estimates is up to 
$1 million. 

"There are women basket- 
ball players that are pull- 
ing in up to $20,000 for one 
tweet leading up to March 
Madness," he said. "You 
can imagine that each 
round there is another on- 
line advertiser that would 
be interested in compen- 
sating them handsomely." 

Details on individual deals 
are not generally pub- 
licly released, not by the 
schools, athletes or the 
companies paying for the 
exposure. But it's not hard 
to figure out and breakout 
performances — such as 
Bueckers' 27-point effort in 
UConn's double-overtime 
thriller over North Carolina 
State in front of a large TV 
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audience — only enhance 
earming potential. 

"When you have all eyes on 
you, marketing values sky- 
rocket," Lawrence said. 
Bueckers, who has long- 
term deals with companies 
such as Gatorade, said she 
told her agents that she is 
not doing any more en- 
dorsements until the tour- 
nament is over because 
she wants to focus on bas- 
ketball. 

"| think women's basketball 
is doing really well in that re- 
gard, just with the opportu- 
nities we're given, and sort 
of the chances we're get- 
ting in the field," she said. 
"| think we're taking great 
strides with it, and | think 
that's really important for 
the growth of our game." 
Lakeisha Marsh, a Chicago 
attorney who specializes in 
higher education and col- 
lege athletics, agrees. 
Marsh, who also teaches 
sports law and ethics at 
Northwestern, said many 
players have done a bet- 
ter job than the schools in 
marketing women's col- 
lege basketball to a young 
audience. 

"These women dominate 
social media, whether its 
their presence or ability for 
their audience to relate to 
them on so many different 
levels," she said. "Young 
people who watch these 
TikTok videos and see these 
various brands on social 
media, now they want to 
see these women in ac- 
tion." 

Marsh said she is concerned 
that many of the top mon- 
ey-makers, at least at this 
point, are white women. 
As more companies notice 
there is a big young, ra- 
cially diverse audience on 
social media, she said she 
hopes that will change. 
There are general guide- 
lines that limit what schools 
can do with NIL as a re- 
cruiting enticement, but 
it's a very loose area. Notre 
Dame coach Niele lvey 
said she will point out to 
recruits the center that the 
school established to help 
athletes navigate NIL. She 
also believes that young 
women will be attracted 
more to schools that con- 
sistently make runs in the 
tournament.) 


